
Introduction 

In the spring of 1943, William Kunerth, at the request of his daughters Bernice and Ruth, wrote 
about his life in Chipmunk Coulee. Bernice and Ruth then compiled a history of the Kunerth and 
Starch families, early settlers in the Coulee. 

In 1966, Godfrey Tietze wrote his autobiography describing his experiences as a boy growing up 
in Chipmunk Coulee. In 1991, Mrs. John Starch (Mary Frances Kunerth) wrote her memoirs. 
The following history is a blending of their stories. Permission to use William Kunerth’s material 
was obtained from Bernice Kunerth Watt’s daughter Martha Gaines (September, 2002). 

Roger Hiekel, an avid Chipmunk Coulee historian, shared his memories and his mother’s photos. 
I have added additional information from other sources for completeness. 

Chipmunk Coulee and its Pioneers 

Nestled back among the hills that border the low prairie land on either side of the Mississippi 
River and about 10 miles southeast of La Crosse, Wisconsin, lays the small and peaceful 
community known as Chipmunk Coulee. Since it lies in a non-glaciated region of the state, it is 
bounded by steep hills on either side. The level land at the bottom varies from only a few feet to 
a few hundred rods in width. It is therefore not the size of this community that interests us. It is 
rather the people and the spirit that inspired the life of these industrious folks. 

There are two parts to the Coulee, south Chipmunk Coulee and north Chipmunk Coulee. Our 
story has special reference to north Chipmunk Coulee. 

The people who first settled in Chipmunk Coulee were true pioneers. Most of them emigrated 
from northern Bohemia, some as early as 1848. According to a note kept by Franz Anton Tietze, 
one of the early settlers was a person by the name of Ritschel who settled on north Chipmunk 
ridge, Town of Shelby, in 1848. Another early settler was Josef Kunerth who left Bohemia alone 
in 1848. It is possible that favorable reports from these first settlers to family or relatives 
(possibly Florian Ritschel) in Bohemia prompted others to emigrate. 

The Chipmunk Coulee region is very similar to the countryside the early settlers left. Most 
settlers came from small villages near the town of Tetchen, now known as Decin in the Czech 
Republic. The area surrounding Tetchen, with the river Elbe and the hills and valleys, is very 
much like the Chipmunk Coulee region with its hills and ravines and the Mississippi River. 



In 1855, according to P. William Filby’s German’s to America, the following individuals 
emigrated from the village of Dobern in northern Bohemia: Florian Ritschel, a gardener, with his 
wife and four children; Franz Anton Tietze, a day-laborer, with his wife and two children; Anton 
Proksch, a gardener, with his wife and six children; Vinzenz Starch, a day-laborer, with his wife 
and four children; Josef Krebs, a day-laborer, with his wife and two children; Franz Paudler, a 
day-laborer’s son and Franz Hubsch, a day-laborer’s son. A day-laborer worked at small jobs and 
was paid by the day. 

Franz Anton Tietze settled next to the old Ritschel farm. His daughter Theresia was born in a log 
cabin on Christmas Day in 1858. When she became a young lady she married Ambrose Starch. 

In the fall of 1857, Jakob Bendel, his wife Clara and their children: Clara, Jacob, Maria and John 
emigrated from Güntersdorf, Bohemia. 

In 1858, Florian Kunerth, his wife Theresia and four children emigrated from Dobern to 
Chipmunk Coulee. They settled on land owned by Florian’s brother Josef who arrived several 
years earlier. 

Stefan and Rosina Lorenz emigrated from Prause, Bohemia in 1863, settling in south Chipmunk 
Coulee where he worked as a stonemason and farmer. Rosina’s parents, Josef and Anna Maria 
Werner followed in 1864 and settled next to their daughter’s farm. 

In 1868 another family left Bohemia bound for Chipmunk Coulee, the family of Stefan Starch, 
Vinzenz Starch’s brother. Stefan’s family consisted of his wife Maria Anna Parsche and their 
children Ambrose, Stefan, Jr. and August. They emigrated from the small village of Ober 
Ebersdorf near Dobern. 

Our ancestors were ethnic Germans living in Bohemian land that was part of the Austrian 
Empire. Thus, they were citizens of Austria. Their ancestors had migrated into Bohemia from 
Germany seeking better employment opportunities. They left Bohemia for one or more of the 
following reasons: 1) an intense dislike of compulsory military training, 2) shortage of food, 3) 
the advent of weaving mills that were putting home weavers out of business and/or 4) the 
availability of cheap land in America. Concerning military training, Stefan Lorenz served 9 years 
in the army of the Austrian Empire. 

Thus, these unhappy Bohemians looked to America, the home of the free, to find a place where 
they could raise their families in peace. Many of them came because they heard that America 
was a land of plenty. Some early settlers in Chipmunk Coulee wrote to their friends in the 
homeland saying, “We have sufficient wood for fuel and food for hard work for ourselves and 
our children.” 

Early Houses 

Logs, cut from trees in the woods, provided building material for almost all of the early houses in 
the Coulee. These log houses were not large but usually consisted of a living room, kitchen, 
pantry and one or more upstairs bedrooms. Heating of the rooms came from the kitchen stove. 



However, although lavish in its supply of heat, the heat usually did not extend far beyond the 
stove. Winter temperatures in the Coulee sometimes fell to 30° below zero. Lighting in the home 
was by kerosene lamps or lanterns and by homemade tallow candles called “splints.” 

Franz Anton Tietze, his wife Theresia and their two sons, ten-year-old Anton Jr., and three year 
old Franz, arrived in Chipmunk Coulee late in July of 1855. Anton at once took out his 
citizenship papers, and proceeded to make a claim for 120 acres of land in the southwest corner 
of Section 31 in Shelby Township. 

Franz Anton then proceeded to build a small log house to the south of a ravine near the Meyer 
line. A few years later, about 1870 or 1871, he built another log house a short distance to the 
southwest, perhaps because it was nearer to a spring at the bottom of the ravine and because that 
place was a little better sheltered from the cold winter north winds. The old house was torn down 
soon after the family moved into the new one. 

The log house built by Vinzenz Starch in 1855 was remarkable in many ways. It consisted of 
three floors. The back of the house was built into the side of the hill. Behind the large living 
room on the first floor was another large room that served as a shop. It also may have served as a 
kitchen. In this room, farm machinery and tools were made or repaired. The room contained an 
enormous bellows and forge. Connected to this room, were two large caves, faced with stones, 
that had been dug into the hillside. 

The Vinzenz Starch log house at the north end of Starch Coulee. A portion of the stone facing 
that was part of the two caves can be seen behind the house. 



Cold water from a spring farther back in the ravine was piped into troughs in the two caves. The 
cold running water cooled the air in the caves and served to keep perishable foods stored in them 
cold. The spring water flowing out of the pipe also served as a source of “running” water for the 
Starch family. Stefan Lorenz, a stonemason and farmer living in south Chipmunk Coulee, built 
the caves at the back of the Starch log house. 

A room over the shop was used as a granary. A team of horses would pull a wagon of threshed 
grain up a driveway built over the top of the caves. The grain was then unloaded into bins in the 
granary. An enclosed spiral stairway led from the front room that was the living and all-purpose 
room to the bedrooms on the second and to the third floor. The third floor was much like an attic. 
The interior walls of the living room were covered with a whitewashed plaster-like material. 

The Josef Preidel log house in Chipmunk Coulee. Josef is standing with the horses. His wife, 
Anna Theresia Kunerth, is standing next to baby John. Anna’s father Josef Kunerth is seated 

next to Edwin, Oscar, Theodora and Gertrude. 

School Life 

Life of the early Chipmunk Coulee settlers revolved around their church and school. The state of 
Wisconsin urged settlers to provide schools for the education of their children. Most of the 
settlers were glad to support the school financially and by allowing their children to attend. 



A log school building had been built in the Coulee quite early. It contained a wood burning stove 
and long wooden benches. The school stood north of the road near Starch Coulee, and served 
until about 1896 when a red brick school was built farther down near the bottom of the Coulee 
closer to the public road. 

A wood-burning stove also heated this red brick school, known as the Hillside Public School, 
District No. 1. The school ground was enclosed on the sides and back with a board fence. A 
woodshed stood on the west side, and a double outhouse stood behind the schoolhouse near the 
east line. It was a one-room schoolhouse and the number of pupils that attended ranged from 20 
to 35. 

The Hillside School in Chipmunk Coulee around 1900. The teacher is Miss Linda Nessler. Note 
the iron pump described by Godfrey Tietze. 

In later years a wood vestibule was attached to the front of the building with a door entry. Inside 
the vestibule were hooks on each side for the pupils to hang their caps and coats. The teacher's 
desk and chair stood at the front facing the pupils. In front of the first row of desks, stood a 
bench for classes to sit on during recitation. On the teacher's desk, besides books and papers, was 
a hand bell that the teacher rang to summon the pupils into the school when sessions began. 



On the wall to the left of the teacher’s desk were some maps and a chart containing the alphabet 
with simple exercises used by children learning to read. The wall behind the teacher’s desk 
contained a blackboard made out of wood planks painted black. Around 1896, a blackboard 
consisting of blocks of slate replaced the wood one. On one side of the blackboard was a locked 
cabinet that contained books the pupils could borrow and take home to read. 

For school supplies, the pupils brought a slate, some writing paper in the form of tablets, a lead 
pencil, a slate pencil, a pen and some ink. Underneath each desk was a shelf where these 
materials could be stored. There was a receptacle for ink and an attached cover built into each 
desk and a groove near the top of the desk for pencils. The slate was used a good deal for doing 
arithmetic and writing exercises. The not very sanitary method for erasing written words on the 
slate was the act of spitting on the slate and rubbing the chalk off with a rag or the bare hand. 
This made the periodic washing of the slate with soap and water to remove the scum from the 
dried saliva necessary. 

In the early years, there was no well on the school ground. Two pupils fetched a two-gallon pail 
of water from the nearby Herold farm every day. Around 1899, a well was dug on the school 
ground in front of the schoolhouse. An iron pump with a long handle was used to draw water 
from the ground. 

The first day of school was always an exciting occasion. Each youngster was eager to see the 
new teacher and to have his or her choice of seat. Sorry was the boy or girl whose parents said 
that they could not go to school the first day because they had to help with fieldwork or take care 
of their cows. 

Godfrey Tietze wrote about his first day at the Hillside School when it opened in the autumn of 
1896. My mother walked with me to the school that morning. I do not remember whether my 
sister Martha and my brother John were with us or not, but the fact that mother took me the two 
and a half miles to school and took me to meet the teacher made a deep impression on me. I 
never forgot it, and when my two daughters entered school, I accompanied them. My teacher was 
Miss Effie Pittenger, a young woman from Onalaska. It is unlikely that she had attended high 
school. She was an excellent disciplinarian, and maintained strict order in the school. I remember 
seeing her rap the fingers of pupils standing beside her desk before the assembled school. Once, 
also, for some gross misconduct, she beat a stick across a boy's behind until the stick broke! 

In my years at school, the only punishment I ever received was detention either during 
intermission or after school. Our father had told us that if we ever got a whopping in school, we 
would get more when we got home! 

One rule Miss Pittenger enforced, to which some of the parents objected, proved to be wise and 
far seeing. No pupil in the schoolhouse or on the school ground while school was in session was 
permitted to speak anything but English. This included the forenoon and afternoon intermissions. 
A pupil caught speaking in German was detained after school. 

School started at 9:00 a.m. and ended at 4:00 p.m. There was a fifteen-minute intermission in the 
middle of the forenoon, an hour intermission at noon, and a fifteen-minute intermission in the 



middle of the afternoon session. Except for the Franz Starch and Herold children, who went 
home for lunch, the pupils ate their noonday lunches at school. Lunches were carried to school in 
small tin pails. In the cold winter, the lunches sometimes froze on the way. 

William Kunerth had the following to say about the brick school. The games children played 
during the noon hour were Fox and Geese, In Deep Snow, Ball Over, and many others. 

In winter months the boys and girls went sledding on the hillside. There was little if any chance 
to skate. Occasionally, especially in the spring, the children climbed the big hill (known as 
schoolhouse hill) next to the school at the risk of being late for the beginning of the afternoon 
session. One day the teacher failed to appear. The men of the Coulee were hauling rock for the 
foundation of the new brick schoolhouse. For the most part the children waited in or near the 
schoolyard. However, some of the boys went with the men to get rock. August Kunerth was 
hauling brick and little Ben Starch was riding on the back of the wagon. Unknown to August, 
Ben fell off and the rear wheel passed over his arm, breaking it. The doctor said it was a bad 
break and suggested the arm be amputated. Ben’s father said, “Absolutely not!” Ben’s arm 
eventually healed. These frugal farmers hauled their own building materials as much as possible 
to reduce the cost of the building. 

Daniel Starch and Henry Kunerth shared a double seat in school. Miss Pittinger, the teacher, 
taught Daniel algebra to fill in his free time after he passed the final examination early in the 
spring of 1897. William Kunerth became the first formal graduate of the country school by 
passing the county superintendent’s examination. In school, many girls had little cards with their 
names printed on them to exchange with friends. 

Some residents thought it was a waste of time and money to send boys to college, but Daniel 
Starch was sent anyway. Wesley Belling was one of the “firsts” from the area to go away to 
college. Emil and Daniel Starch went to Charles City, Iowa. Godfrey Tietze also went to college 
in Charles City, and became a pastor. Much to her disappointment, Lydia Starch was not 
encouraged to get additional schooling. 

Playing hooky from school was practically unknown and woe unto the youngster who would try 
it. He was reprimanded by his parents and frowned on by his classmates. Young boys and girls 
usually attended the entire term, which, as I recall was seven months. Older boys usually did not 
enter school until potatoes and corn had been harvested and the fall plowing completed, which 
was about the end of November. They stopped attending school in early April when the ground 
had dried out enough for spring sowing and planting. 

Miss Linda Nessler of La Crosse succeeded Miss Pittenger as teacher. The Nesslers were 
members of the German Methodist Church in north La Crosse. Later they transferred to the 
larger Salzer Church in south La Crosse. The Nesslers were cousins to an Eggler family living in 
Mormon Coulee and a Houser family living in Onalaska. Linda was a high school graduate. She 
was well liked by the pupils and well thought of in the community and taught at the school for 
five years. 



In 1900, William Kunerth became the teacher of the school. He had graduated from the La 
Crosse County High School, and had taught in the district school in lower Mormon Coulee for 
several years. He was the superintendent of our Sunday school, and the Justice of the Peace. Mr. 
Kunerth was the first male schoolteacher I (Godfrey Tietze) had. Mr. Kunerth was kind and 
considerate, but firm in maintaining discipline and order in the school. Godfrey Eggler of 
Mormon Coulee, a relative of the Nesslers and Housers, succeeded Mr. Kunerth. 

The teachers in the little brick schoolhouse were mainly men. Some of the teachers at the 
Hillside School over the years were Mary McConville, Barbara Jean Paul, Maud Herold 
Truesdel, Ben R. Schmitz, Godfrey Eggler, George Kohler, Ben F. Coquillett, George Dubler, 
Lota Moulton and Miss Love. 

In 1918, pupils of the Hillside School included: John and Emily Preidel, Armin, Mary, Joe, 
Florence and Walter Bendel, Minnie and Rose Reise, Marion Hiekel, Oscar Heller, Frieda Risto, 
Alice and Elsie Herlitzke, Edward, Emma, Frank and Matilda Lorenz, Reuben Heller, Milton and 
Willie Belling and Dorothy Granke. Miss Karlstad was the teacher. 

In 1920, pupils of the Hillside School included: Francis, Clara, Samuel, Elmer, Frank, Edward, 
Oscar and Matilda Lorenz, Minnie and Rose Reise, Walter, Armin and Florence Bendel, Reuben 
Heller, Alice and Elsie Herlitzke, Marian Hiekel, Willard and Winifred Werner and Willie 
Belling. Enola Crossett was their teacher. 

Church Life 

Before emigrating from Bohemia, the church played an important part in the life of the 
Chipmunk Coulee ancestors. Although all were Catholic, there must have been a feeling of 
dissent among some like Vinzenz and Brigitta Starch who had joined a secret group known as 
the “Herrenhüttern.” The Herrnhüttern or Hütterian Brethern was a non-Catholic, non-Protestant 
communitarian religious sect that originated among the Anabaptists in Austria, Bohemia and 
Moravia during the Reformation. They were also known as the Hütterites, taking their name 
from their original leader Jakob Hütter who was burned as a heretic in 1536. 

Catholics, except for the priests, generally did not have Bibles but this group had them and read 
them in their homes. When these families arrived in Chipmunk Coulee, they continued to hold 
church meetings in their homes. One of the homes was that of Brigitta Starch who brought her 
German Bible, dated 1841, with her. This large Bible was read daily and carefully protected. In 
the old log house it was kept up high on the rafters or beams. It was passed on down through the 
family to Matthew Tietze. 

Some of the early Catholic settlers drifted away from their faith after coming to Chipmunk 
Coulee due to the fact that no priests came to visit them. Because of this the Methodist circuit 
riders that rode out into the Coulee converted many families. In 1943 Emil J. Bernet, born in the 
Town of Shelby in 1865, published a series of articles for the La Crosse Tribune (Jan-Mar) on 
the history of the Salzer Methodist church. He stated, "The Methodist circuit riders were ready to 
pray with a penitent sinner under a tree in the woods or on the lee side of a hay stack and 
administer all religious rites when necessary. Virtually left as sheep without a shepherd by his or 



her own church, there was an immediate response to the earnest, sincere preaching of the 
gospel.” 

The German Methodist Church in La Crosse 

The following inscription appears on the yellowing title page of the “Church Book of the 
German Mission of the Episcopal Methodist Church in and about La Crosse, Wisconsin, founded 
in the year of our Lord 1856, of the Upper Iowa Conference of Bishop Janes.” The book 
contains the following statement: 

It was a stormy and inclement time in La Crosse. Pastor Carl Kluckhohn was called for the La 
Crosse Mission but when some threatened to throw him in the Mississippi River he decided not 
to accept. 

It was on April 2, 1857, that the Reverend Carl F. Leipprandt, at the request of H. R. 
Fiegenbaum, Senior Superintendent of the Galena district, came to La Crosse as the first 
Methodist preacher. There he could not find a house so he erected a little cottage for himself in 
the city. Reverend Leipprandt rode out to Chipmunk Coulee and held a series of evangelistic 
meetings. His methods and messages proved to be quite in accord with the religious beliefs and 
practices the immigrants had followed before coming to America. A Methodist congregation was 
organized. When he departed on August 25, 1858, we had in and around La Crosse about 70 
supporters but not a single member in the city. 

Reverend Peter Schäfer served the La Crosse Mission from 1858-1860. He started his preaching 
in La Crosse holding his meetings in a schoolhouse on the city’s edge. Wilhelm Schreiner built 
further during the years 1860-1862. In the second year, he got Ferdinand Fischer to assist at 
Mormon Coulee, Chipmunk Coulee, Brecken Ridge, Burr Oak and other places that belonged to 
the Mission. In the year 1862, a modest little church was erected in La Crosse on rented land and 
the beginning of a small Sunday school was made. Preacher Schreiner left behind five 
probationers in the city. 

Preacher Schreiner was followed by John Braüer 1862-1864, Herman Richter 1864-1866, John 
A. Salzer 1866-1869 and Emil Uhl for the years 1869 to 1871. These early pastors also served 
the Chipmunk Coulee church, as it was part of the La Crosse Mission. (From: Die Nordwest 
Deutsche Konferens der BischöflichenMethodistenkirche, Charles City, Iowa, 1913). 

The German Methodist Church in Chipmunk Coulee 

Reverand Carl Leipprandt of the La Crosse Mission organized the Chipmunk Coulee community 
in the year 1857. Six pioneer settlers, who had arrived in the Coulee in 1855, became founding 
members of the German Methodist Episcopal church. The settlers were Emil Uhl, Jakob Bendel 
(1857), Franz Anton Tietze, Florian Ritschel, Ignatz Hiekel and Vinzenz Starch (Bernet, 1943). 
These members and their families met in the log schoolhouse in Starch Coulee (Bernice Kunerth 
Watt’s family history). In later years Emil Uhl became a pastor in the Methodist church and 
served the Chipmunk Coulee community from 1869-1871. In addition to Pastor Uhl, Franz 



Anton Tietze’s grandson Godfrey Tietze became a pastor in the Methodist church, as did Wesley 
F. Belling. 

In 1862, a small frame church was built to the east of the log schoolhouse at a cost of about $800 
on land donated by Jakob and Clara Elstner Bendel (Bernet,1943). Jakob Bendel was the self-
appointed director of singing; his daughter Anna ably assisted him. They enjoyed it and the 
congregation liked to hear them sing (Bernet, 1943). 

A search of Shelby Township land transactions in the La Crosse County Court House for the 
years 1855 to 1865 turned up only two. On December 11, 1860, Gottlieb Herold sold 5 acres to 
Emil Uhl. Two years later on December 2, 1862, Jakob Bendel sold 75 acres via a mortgage to 
Jakob Beckel (Bendel?). Thus it seems that Jakob Bendel did donate land for the early 1862 
church. 

Franz Anton Tietze served the 1862 church as its Administrator following Pastor Herman 
Richter. Mr. Tietze recorded the church’s activities in a small leather bound book that had been 
started by Pastor Richter. Entries made by Mr. Tietze began in 1861 and include the names of 
individuals who contributed to the construction of the church building in 1862 and its 
replacement in 1875. 

In Mr. Tietze’s Administrator’s Book are listed the following members in 1864: Emil Uhl, Ignatz 
Hiekel, Vinzenz Starch, Jakob Bendel, Franz Paudler, Florian Ritschel, Brigitta Schimmel (wife 
of Ignatz Schimmel), Franz Hiekel and Stefan Lorenz. 

In later years the membership grew and included Florian Ritschel, Ignatz Hiekel, William 
Belling, John Belling, Theresia Ringel, Edward Werner, Franz Paudler, Joseph Kunerth, Florian 
Kunerth, Brigitta Starch (Vinzenz’s widow), Franz Starch, Stefan Starch, John Bernet, Melchior 
Eggler, McKown, J. Sprenger, A. Pruett, John Thiel, Mons Anderson, William Hildebrandt, 
George Bauer, Franz Dörre, Theresia Wolf, Louis Runkel, L. Wachenheimer, Christopher 
Koenig, J. Lienlokken, Louis Koethe, John Willing, Gottfried Oehler, Reaper Agent, Conrad 
Collier, S. Thorwart, F. Thorwart, R. Wagner, Henry Salzer, Emma Gruber, S. Gruber, P. Bernet 
and George Gruber. 

The Chipmunk Coulee congregation became one of a circuit of three in which a small 
congregation in Breslun Ridge (or Breckenridge now called Brinkmann Ridge) and one in La 
Crosse were the other two preaching places. The Chipmunk Coulee congregation worshipped in 
the log schoolhouse in Starch Coulee until 1862, when a modest frame church was built on 
property donated to the church trustees by Jakob Bendel. A cemetery was laid out on the hillside 
behind the church that is still maintained. 

During the tenure of Pastor Peter Schäfer (1858-1860), two revivals took place at the Chipmunk 
Coulee church and many settlers were converted and joined the congregation. One conversion 
was that of the godless saloonkeeper August Lamprecht of Breckenridge. He came to the 
gathering and sat before the pastor with the aim of disturbing him. However, the Word affected 
him so much that he fell to the floor and cried out for mercy. At first the members let him lie 
there because they thought he did this for “sport.” But, because he was unable to stand, the pastor 



came to investigate that this was from God and prayed with him until he recovered. Thereupon 
August went home and destroyed his “spirits” and playing cards. Soon thereafter, he saw the 
light, was converted, and was for many years a beloved preacher in the boundaries of this 
Conference (from: Die Nordwest Deutsche Konferenz der Bischöflichen Methodistkirche, 1913). 

For a time, John A. Salzer (1866-1869), the founder of the John A. Salzer Seed Company of La 
Crosse, would occasionally come out and preach in place of the regular pastor. He delighted in 
these jaunts into the country where he could see the fields of grain and fruit trees. Many fields 
were planted with seeds purchased from Mr. Salzer’s company. 

When Franz Anton Tietze’s Administrator’s Book was translated from German to English it was 
found that this 1862 Chipmunk Coulee church was similar to the parish church that existed in 
Bohemia at the time of his emigration. The Bohemian parish church “Pfarr Kirche” or Pastor’s 
Church was entitled to income from tithes and from lands, forests, vineyards and other income-
producing property that has been assigned to the church. Notations in Franz Anton’s book 
indicate the yearly amount of the minister’s salary. For example: Anton Tietze 1864-1865 $5, 
1865-1866 $10). Also entered into the book were the number of bushels of wheat and oats that 
were “sowed” and how much was “gotten” by church members apparently to support the 
minister’s salary and the expenses of the church. Also recorded were amounts of potatoes, 
cabbage, corn, hay, butter and eggs. 

Ritschel 
Dingel (Dengel) 

Weigel 
Brogsh (Proksch) 

Jonel (Jahnel) 
Siler Hütel 

Weishinck 
Vincenz Starch 

August Gaugsh 
Shimel (Schimmel) 

(Gautsch) 
Bauder Shusten (?) 

Heunze (?) 
Florian Lorenz 

Hubsh 
Franz Lösel 

Dörre 
Tietze 
Heunye (?) 

The note to the left, written in pencil on a piece of 
brown paper, was found in Franz Anton Tietze’s 
satchel. I believe it to be a list of members of the 
German Methodist church in Chipmunk Coulee and 
amounts each contributed. Since Vinzenz Starch, 
who died in 1867 is on the above list, it may be from 
1867 or earlier. 



The above list, kept by Administrator Tietze, may be a list of contributors and items purchased 
for the 1862 German Methodist church in Chipmunk Coulee. The second name on the list is 
Schreinor. William Schreiner was a Methodist pastor in La Crosse who left the city in 1862 

(Bernet 1943). Items purchased for the 1862 church included paint, oil lamp, stove ($14), bricks, 
black table ($2), nails, lime, one stool, some oil and one oilcan. Other names on this list are: 
Kohlman ($274), Kohlhaus ($55.50), Gautsch, ($26), Karl Belling ($22), Lorenz ($12) and 

William Belling. Died means deed? 



List of Early Members 

Church Administrator Tietze also saved the above list of early members of Chipmunk Coulee 
German Methodist church and donations received from each. When compared with his penciled 
notes on the bottom of the right panel it is obvious he did not pen this “official” list. The list may 
have been written after 1867 but before 1877 because, 1) B. Starch, (Brigitta) the wife of 
Vinzenz Starch, is on the list but not her husband; Vinzenz died in 1867 and 2) Fl. (Florian) 
Ritschel, who died in 1877, is on the list. J. Bendel is most likely Jakob Bendel II who 
contributed the lot, one-acre and $25. Therefore, the above may be a list of members that 
contributed toward the construction of the second wood frame church that was built above the 
Chipmunk Coulee road in 1875. Contributors noted in pencil are Mons Anderson ($50), Grüber 
($5), Lui Kothee ($3), Brother Thiel ($5) and C. Koller ($1). 

Wesley Tietze and his wife Marie preserved the personal records of Franz Anton Tietze dating 
from 1855 to 1899. His records are the only link to the first three Chipmunk Coulee German 
Methodist churches (log house, 1862 and 1875). 


